
Sir William Orpen (Stillorgan, Dublin 1871 - London 1931) 

“Orpsie Boy”
Circa: 1924

1924

26 x 23 cm (10 ¹/  x 9 inches)

Signed, inscribed and dated “Orpsie Boy -You’re not as young as you were, my lad!/Paris, 1924’ lower
right

From his Slade School days to the end of his life Orpen cultivated the habit of drawing self-portraits at
regular intervals as an antidote to the daily rigour of painting portraits of others. A master of line,

Orpen’s self- portraits - of which this is one of the most successful and indeed famous - are intense and
psychologically engaging. Orpen uses his skill as a draughtsman to explore the rugged features of his
ageing profile, a knotted brow, well combed receding hair, bushy eyebrows and a direct, concentrated

stare of a man who has, over the years, spent much time analysing the features of many a society figure
– all set off against a brilliant blue background.
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