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“I'he modes of expression of men of

genius differ as much as their souls”

Awuguste Rodin



From the sacred to the profane, the inconsequential to the essential,
artists from antiquity to the present day have been beguiled by the
challenge of how to convey the expression and movement inherent in life.

One sculptor who understood this challenge was the great sculptor Rodin
who said, “The modes of expression of men of genius differ as much as their souls”
— this then is an exhibition to celebrate the different approaches artists
from different eras, different backgrounds, different cultures and using
different medium have confronted the almost insurmountable challenge
of translating life into something tangible.

Expressive Souls explores the varied approach of artists to produce
something that captures in a comprehendible way the very complex and
transient nature of our world — and in doing so creates a thing of beauty
in and of itself.
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Sir Stanley Spencer (1891- 1959)
John Donne arriving in Heaven

Pencil, pen and ink wash
30.5cm by 33.5cm

1911

“Death, be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so;

For those, whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow,
Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me.
From rest and sleep, which but thy picture/s] be,
Much pleasure, then from thee much more must flow,
And soonest onr best men with thee do go,

Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery.

Thou'rt stave to Fate, chance, kings, and desperate men,
And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell,

And poppy, or charms can matke us sleep as well,
And better than thy stroke ; why swell'st thou then?
One short sleep past, we wake eternally,

And Death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die.”

- John Donne, Death be not Proud


















Algernon Newton (1880-1968)
Summer Storm Clouds

Oil on canvas

60.9 by 91.4 cm

Signed with monogram

1953

Newton’s idylls are always
threatened. . .1t was his achievement
to have painted his own, troubled
sense of the bistory of bis times,
while seeming to do something far
more innocuous.”

-Andrew Graham Dixon













“Neither at things, nor at people should one look. Only in mirrors should one
look, for mirrors do but show us masks.” — Oscar Wilde, Salomé










Italian, Florence The Chimera was seen to be the result of sinful interbreeding in the middle

A late mannerist anthropomorphic basin in the form of a monster ages and as such they were often portrayed as the executors of punishment in
Fior di pesca apuana Renaissance literature. Chimeras were thus a good motif for a lavabo - to
19x 84 x 62 cm remind the user of the need for good Christian conduct in the face of the

Second-half of sixteenth century continnous presence of evil, and the need to wash or

absolve one’s sins.
















“There is nothing contemptible abont an intoxicated man (if it is
nothing more than a bookful of words or a roomful of notes that

he has got drunk on). ”
— Wyndham Lewis

Cuthbert Hamilton (1884-1959)
Composition

Watercolour, gouache and pencil on paper
85.1cm by 73.7cm

Signed in pencil lower left: C.F. Hamilton
Circa 1913
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